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Midmonth  Report  to  the  Western  Electrical  Industry 


The  electric  utility  companies’  protests  over  the  arbitrary 
ruling. of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  disallowing  the 
Electric  Companies*  Advertising  Program  (ECAP)  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  expense  have  borne  some  fruit.  Internal  Revenue 
Commissioner  Russell  C.  Harrington  hasn’t  backed  away 
from  his  ruling,  but  he  will. permit  all  company  represen¬ 
tatives  to  come  to  Washington  on  Oct.  7  to  discuss  the 
matter.  Involved  are  nine  ECAP  advertisements  that 
appeared  throughout  1957,  devoted  principally  to  the 
private  vs  public  power  issue  of  tax  favoritism.  Under 
IRS  regulations,  expenses  involved  in  ’’lobbying”  for 
the  ’’promotion  or  defeat  of  legislation”  or  ”in  the 
area  of  political  controversy”  are  not-  deductible  as 
business  expenses  but  must  be  charged  against  income 
after  taxes. 


Richard  Searles,  former  Under-Secretary  of  Interior  and  for¬ 
mer  president  of  the  Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users  Assn, 
in  Arizona,  is  running  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
governor  of  Arizona.  One  Of  the  planks  for  his  platform 
is  the  demand  that  the  Salt  River  Assn,  make  payments  in 
lieu  of  taxes  to  help  carry  its  fair  share  of  the 
state’s  tax  burden.  In  Phoenix,  the  Arizona  Republic. 
supporting  Searle’s  campaign,  displayed  a  front-page 
box  contrasting  the  Salt  River  Project  with  Arizona  Pub¬ 
lic  Service  Co.,  which  pays  more  than  $6,600,000  in  taxes 
annually  and  yet  charges  consumers  substantially  the 
same  rates  as  the  power  district. 


Another  tax  raid  against  electric  utilities  in  California 
has  been  squelched  by  the  California  State  Board  of 
Equalization.  It  ruled  against  levying  a  tax  against 
Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  in  connection  with  the  power 
company’s  purchase  of  hydroelectric  energy  at  publicly 
owned  projects.  The  tax  staff  of  the  board  had  recom¬ 
mended  a  ’’possessory  interest”  tax  assessment  based  on 
a  valuation  of  about  $3,600,000  for  power  obtained  from 
the  Tri  Dam  Project.  The  proposal  brought  a  storm  of 
protests  not  only  from  PG  and  E  but  from  numerous  irriga¬ 
tion  districts  in  California  that  sell  power  to 
utilities. 


Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.  has  purchased  the  electrical 
transmission  lines  and  facilities  of  Pan-American  Pe¬ 
troleum  Corp.  and  Shannon  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  at  the  Salt 
Creek  oil  field  north  of  Casper.  Included  are  all 
transmission  lines,  equipment  and  substations  down  to 
440-v  facilities  in  the  field.  .  .  .  Arizona  Public  Ser¬ 
vice  Co.  has  purchased  the  Ray  Electrical  Co.  distribu¬ 
tion  system  and  has  added  the  copper  mining  communities 
of  Ray  and  Hayden  to  its  facilities. 
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Members  of  the  Verde  Electric  Cooperative  Inc.  voted  by 
more  than  two  to  one  to  sell  their  electric  facilities 
to  Arizona  Public  Service  Co.  on  Aug.  27.  However,  be¬ 
cause  the  by-laws  of  the  co-op  require  a  majority  of  the 
total  membership  to  approve  such  a  move,  the  proposal 
failed  to  carry.  The  Arizona  utility  had  offered  to  pay 
approximately  $600,000  for  the  distribution  system,  to 
lower  rates  by  25%  and  to  invest  a  substantial  sum  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  year  of  operations  to  bring  the  system  up 
to  normal  operating  standards.  Dissatisfied  members  of 
the  cooperative  instituted  the  move  to  sell  out  to  the 
investor-owned  utility. 


The  D.  S.  Department  of  Justice  is  joining  up  with  three 
large  Atomic  Energy  Commission  contractors  to  fight  tax 
suits  filed  against  them  by  local  governments.  Last 
March  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  federally  owned  land, 
buildings  or  materials  used  by  private  business  for  prof¬ 
it  are  no  longer  immune  from  state  and  local  taxation. 

The  Justice  Department  is  interested  because  taxes  added 
would  be  charged  against  the  federal  government  as  part 
of  the  contractor’s  price  for  working  for  either  the  AEC 
or  the  Defense  Department. 


Hearings  into  license  petitions  for  power  reactors  and 
similar  facilities  will  now  be  heard  in  a  newly  created 
office  of  hearing  examiner  in  the  Atomic  Energy  Com¬ 
mission.  Appointed  to  the  post  of  examiner  was  Samuel 
W.  Jensch,  former  attorney  for  the  FPC.  Heretofore, 
hearings  have  been  conducted  by  an  examiner  borrowed 
from  the  Federal  Communications  Commission. 


Voters  of  Springfield,  Ore.,  where  the  municipal  electric 
system  has  been  competing  with  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co., 
will  vote  Nov.  4  on  a  $3,500,000  revenue  bond  issue  for 
the  purchase  of  PP&L  facilities  in  the  area.  Each 
utility  has  charged  the  other  with  illegal  competitive 
practices.  Paul  B.  McKee,  president  of  PP&L,  said; 
’’During  the  past  four  years  we  have  urged  repeatedly 
that  the  unsound  situation  at  Springfield  be  brought  to 
a  head  by  putting  up  to  the  voters  the  question  of 
eliminating  duplication  of  electric  facilities  in  the 
community  either  by  the  city  selling  its  properties  to 
us  or  by  the  city  taking  over  our  lines.” 


*  *  *  « 


Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  &  Power  has  recently  com¬ 
pleted  the  installation  of  the  first  of  two  200,000-kva 
transformers  at  its  Scattergood  steeim  plant.  The  units 
were  purchased  from  English  Electric  Co. 


thclrlul  Wwt  (with  which  I,  wnwltdatad  Th*  Journal  of  Eloctrlelty). 
Saptambor,  1958,  Vol.  121,  No.  3A.  Publiihad  tamimonthly  axcapt  Novambor 
whan  publlahad  Irimonthly  by  McGraw41ill  Company  of  California,  Jamai  H. 
McGraw  (1860-1948)  Foundar.  Offica  of  publication,  235  N.  W.  Park  Ava., 
Portland  9,  Ora.  Sm  panal  balow  for  diractlont  ragarding  aubacriptiona  or 
changa  of  addraaa. 

iKOcatlvo,  aalHarial,  circalatioa  and  advartiabig  offkaa:  68  Poat  St.,  San 
PranclKo  4,  Calif.  Donald  C.  MlcGraw,  chairman  of  tha  board]  Gaorga  C 
Tannay,  praafdant;  John  W.  Ottaraon,  vica-praaidant;  B.  M.  Boccoll,  aacratary 
and  traaaurar. 

Poaltlon  and  company  connattlan  nmat  ha  Indkatad  an  aabacription  ordaaa. 
Sand  to  addrau  ahown  in  panal  balow.  Subacription  price  includaa  tha 
regular  monthly  laaua,  tha  nawa  letter  iaaua  and  the  November  directory 
leM.  Unilad  Stataa  aubacriptlon  rata  $2  a  year,  aingla  copiaa  50c  (November 


directory  Iaaua  $1).  Latin  American  Rapublica  $2  a  year;  Canada  $2.50  a  year; 
all  other  countriea  $4  a  year.  Entered  aa  aaccnd  claaa  matter,  Dec.  17,  1956, 
at  tha  post  offica  at  Portland,  Ora.,  under  tha  act  of  March  3,  1879.  Printed 
in  U.SJk.  Title  regiatarad  in  U.  S.  Patent  Offica.  O  Copyright  1958,  McGraw- 
Hill  Company  of  California. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS;  Sand  aubacriptlon  corraapondanca  and  changa  of 
address  to  Subacription  Manager,  Electrical  Wast,  68  Poat  St.,  San 
Francisco  4,  Calif.  Allow  X  days  for  changa  of  address. 


Poatmaatar:  plaaaa  sand  notks  3S79  la  Haclrkal  West,  68  Peat  $*.,  San 
Pranciace  4,  CalH. 


1  Industry  N«ws  Uttwr 


Electrical  West-Vol.  121,  No.  3A 


Power  from 


Brownlee 


Before 


the  FPC 


set  up  "by  three  Washington  utilities.  Puget  Sound  Power 
&  Light  Co.,  Seattle  City  Light  and  Tacoma  City  Light 
have  agreed  to  eliminate  all  time  clocks  on  water  heat¬ 
ing  installations  and  to  Increase  wattages  from  75  to 
100  w  per  gallon  of  tank  capacity. 


Don’t  be  surprised  if  there  is  a  Gold  Medallion  on  the  next 
trailer  you  see.  Frank  Falge,  Western  regional  manager 
of  Live  Better. . .Electrically,  reports  that  one  manufac¬ 
turer  of  mobile  homes  is  planning  to  install  150-amp 
service,  heat  pump,  good  lighting  plus  electric  range, 
refrigerator  and  water  heater. 


There’s  a  six-month  sales  potential  of  8962,000  in  residen¬ 
tial  and  commercial  electric  heating  in  the  Washington 
Water  Power  territory.  That  is  the  bogey  set  up  by  the 
Inland  Empire  Electrical  League  in  its  current  campaign. 


of  more  than  6  billion  kwh  during  fiscal  1953,  and  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  supplied  nearly  21%  of  the  total 
kilowatt-hours  consumed  in  the  Pacific  Southwest. 


Revised  suecifications  for  water  heating  service  have  been 


The  first  power  from  Brownlee  Dam  in  the  Hells  Canyon  Reach 
of  the  Snake  River  surged  into  the  Northwest  power  grid 
on  Aug.  27  when  Idaho  Power’s  President  T.  E.  Roach 
threw  the  switch  that  put  the  first  of  the  dam’s  four 
generators  into  production. 

The  big  90,000-kw  generator  started  whirring  less  than 
three  years  after  Morrison-Znudsen  started  construction 
of  the  dam,  which  is  the  first  of  the  Idaho  Power  Co.’s 
three-dam  system  for  turning  the  powerful  Hells  Canyon 
waters  into  hydroelectric  energy. 

In  the  brief  ceremony  that  marked  the  start  of  power 
output  at  Brownlee,  Roach  noted  that  his  firm  had  prom¬ 
ised  to  have  power  on  the  line  by  September  1958. 

He  said  all  four  of  Brownlee’s  generators  will  be  pro¬ 
ducing  by  December,  pouring  360,000  kw  into  transmission 
lines  for  the  power-hungry  Pacific  Northwest.  Idaho 
Power  plans  to  complete  Oxbow  Dam,  12  miles  downstream, 
in  1960  and  then  go  to  work  on  Hells  Canyon  Dam,  the 
third  and  final  structure  in  the  system. 


Merced  Irrigation  District  has  asked  the  FPC  for  a  license 


to  build  two  new  hydro  dams  and  expand  an  existing  fa¬ 
cility  on  the  Merced  River,  California.  MID  would  in¬ 
stall  50,000  kw  of  capacity  at  Bagby  and  25,000  kw  at 
Snelling,  would  also  install  91,000  kw  at  its  existing 
ing  Exchequer  Dam.  The  total  project  would  cost 
882,000,000. 

Coos-Curry  Electric  Cooperative  plans  to  seek  an  REA 
loan  to  finance  its  proposed  92,000-kw  hydrogenerating 
project  on  the  Illinois  River  in  Oregon,  according  to  an 
application  filed  with  the  FPC.  The  co-op  states  that  if 
it  can’t  obtain  an  REA  loan  to  cover  the  029,000,000 
project,  it  will  attempt  to  issue  its  own  revenue  bonds. 


After  four  years  of  drought.  Lake  Mead  stands  at  the  third 
highest  elevation  in  its  history.  During  the  lean  years, 
it  was  necessary  to  cut  power  commitments  from  the  gener¬ 
ators  to  62.5%  of  firm  output.  Now  the  schedule  is  up  to 
100%,  with  the  firm  output  for  this  power  year  being  set 
at  4,146,000,000  kwh.  Hoover  net  generation  set  a  record 
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’’Don’t  "be  a  Dishwasher-Buy  One,”  made  sense  to  1,918  cus¬ 
tomers  in  PG  yid  E  territory.  That  many  units  were  sold 
in  the  month-long  campaign  sponsored  by  Horthem  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electrical  Bureau  for  a  31%  increase  over  dish¬ 
washer  sales  in  the  comparable  period  last  year.  At  the 
same  time  new  home  starts  were  down  7.4%. 


HCEB’s  current  campaign  in  cooperation  with  TV  distributors 
offers  S4.500  in  prizes  to  dealers  and  salesmen  in  a  Bet- 


op  prize  is  a  seven-day 
trip  for  two  to  Hawaii  during  Aloha  Week,  Oct. 

Kieme  for  this  one  is  ’’TV’s  More  Fun  With  Another  C 


1  large  area  is  being  set  aside  for  continuous  noncompeti- 
tiye  demonstrations  of  stereophonic  sound  at  San  Diego 
Bureau’s  Electrical  and  Home  Appliance  Show,  Nov.  28  tp 
Dec.  3.  Bureau  Manager  Clark  Chamberlain’s  estimate  of 
200,000  attendance  is  undoubtedly  close  to  the  mark. 
There  were  195,000  visitors  last  year  and  this  annual 
show  has  a  history  of  breaking  attendance  records. 
Nearly  four  million  people  have  attended  the  33  shows 
sponsored  by  the  bureau. 


Federal  Trade  Commission  is  getting  ready  to  launch  a  new 
attack  on  trickery  that  leads  to  the  belief  that  a  regu¬ 
lar  price  is  a  bargain  reduction.  The  FTC  staff  recently 
presented  for  commission  approval  an  8-point  guide  on 
fictitious  pricing  of  merchandise  that  offers  a  clear  cut 
warning  on  price  advertising  that  violates  the  law. 


Savings  in 
new  ruling 


Manuf ncturerr 


Distributors 
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There  are  potential  sayings  for  retailers  in  a  new  ruling 
put  into  effect  by  the  California  State  Board  of  Equali¬ 
zation.  Sales  tax  obligations,  formerly  secured  by  cash 
deposit  or  surety  bond  with  the  board,  may  now  be  ensured 
by  assigned  accounts  with  insured  banks  or  state  or  fed¬ 
eral  chartered  savings  and  loan  associations,  bearer 
bonds  issued  by  the  Federal  Government  or  State  of 
California.  The  retailer  will  receive  the  interest. 


Number  one  spot  among  TV  programs  received  in  the  Salt  Lake 
viewing  area  went  to  Utah  Power  &  Light ’ s  Electric  Thea¬ 
ter  in  an  audience  rating  conducted  by  American  Research 
Bureau.  The  show’s  audience  was  estimated  at  255,237. 


Details  are  being  completed  for  acquisition  by  Supreme 
Lighting  Co.  of  the  Lumi-Dyne  Corp.  of  Culver  City, 

Calif.  According  to  Joseph  Shapiro,  Supreme  president, 
the  new  subsidiary,  to  be  located  at  627  Banning  St.,  Los 
Angeles,  will  continue  to  make  luminous  and  integrated 
ceilings  for  national  distribution  through  wholesalers. 


Kelvinator  has  set  up  a  program  for  factory  distribution  in 
the  Intermountain  area.  The  change  was  announced  by 
Sales  Manager  J.  V.  Donohue  Jr.,  Detroit,  at  a  meeting 
200  area  dealers  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The  meeting  was 
sponsored  by  Flint  Distributing  Co.,  who  has  been  han¬ 
dling  Kelvinator  distribution.  Zone  manager  under  the 
new  plan  will  be  Dell  L.  Thornley,  who  has  been  with 
Flint  since  1932. 


of 
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tions’  annual  meetings  in  Billings  Sept.  16-17  and  Ana¬ 
heim  Sept.  22-24,  respectively.  The  much-argued  question 
of  interchangeability  of  circuit  breakers  has  brought  the 
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back  to  gas  lighting  also.  Northern  California  Electrical 
Bureau  is  sponsoring  four  courses  of  professional  train¬ 
ing  in  planning,  specifying  and  selling  light  for  living 
for  homes.  The  Ac^emy  of  Lighting  Arts  course  designed 
by  General  Electric  will  be  given  in  San  Jose  on  Monday 
nights,  beginning  Sept.  22,  Oakland,  Tuesday  nights. 

Sept.  23,  San  Rafael,  Wednesday  nights.  Sept.  24,  and 
San  Francisco,  Thursday  nights.  Sept.  25.  The  course 
has  eight  lectures  and  costs  ^20,  which  should  cause  the 
interior  decorators,  manufacturers’  representatives  of 
lighting  equipment,  contractors  and  others  who  take  the 
course  to  earn  it  back  by  banishing  home  darkness. . 


Two  important  changes  in  the  National  Electrical  Code  will 


Westinghouse  Electric  Corp’s  gearing  division  is  establish¬ 
ing  a  field  assembly  shop  and  warehouse  in  Emeryville, 
Calif.  According  to  Walter  J.  Maytham,  Pacific  Coast 
vice-president,  the  move  will  bring  Western  customers  the 
shortest  possible  shipping  schedules. 


A  30,000-sq-ft  warehouse  is  under  construction  for  Columbia 
Electric  and  Mfg.  Co.’s  manufacturing  division  at  Spo- 
kane.  Walter  A.  Toly,  president,  said  the  warehouse 
project,  costing  about  W50,000,  is  being  built  to  take 
care  of  growth  in  the  company’s  commercial  products 
sales. 


W.  A.  Benjamin  Electric  Co.,  Los  Angeles,  will  move  into  a 
new  f 150, 000  plant  at  1615  Staunton  Ave.  by  mid-December. 
The  firm  has  been  occupying  its  present  headquarters  at 
1307  E.  16th  St.  since  1919.  At  the  new  20,000-aq-ft 
'  plant  it  will  have  increased  facilities  for  its  stand¬ 
ard  lines  and  its  custom  manufacturing  operations.  Prod¬ 
ucts  include  power  switchboards,  special  control  panels 
end  Junction  boxes. 


Jovial  laugh  and  personality  of  P.  L.  Hockensmith  was 


stilled  by  death,  Aug.  10,  in  Los  Angeles,  after  a  long 
illness.  As  manager  of  the  Los  Angeles  Electrical  Devel¬ 
opment  League  he  initiated  formation  of  the  Electrical 
Maintenance  Engineers  Assn,  of  Southern  California  and 
was  made  its  first  honorary  member.  When  the  league  was 
dissolved  ’’Hock”  became  a  manufacturers’  representative 
and  of  late  years  was  with  Allied  Industries. 


Lest  the  contemporary  dark  interior  trend  for  homes  leads 


chapter  areas  is  being  planned  by  the  Snake  River  Valley 
Electrical  Assn,  lighting  committee  under  Chairman  Ralph 
Zundel  of  Boise.  The  program  would  be  aimed  to  interest 
community  organizations  of  merchants’  bureaus,  chambers 
of  commerce,  consulting  engineers,  etc.  It  would  cover 
adequate  lighting  in  domestic,  commercial  and  industrial 
occupancies  with  a  general  theme  ’’See  Better-Work  Bet¬ 
ter.” 


romotion  project  in  each  of  its 


At 


fa 
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proposal  to  limit  the  possibility  of  interchangeability 
to  three  groupings;  from  0  to  20  amp,  from  21  to  50  amp, 
from  51  to  100  amp.  This  would  follow  in  general  the 
classification  of  fuse  sizes.  Second  important  proposal 
is  to  eliminate  the  fine  print  note  delaying  the  manda¬ 
tory  provision  of  type  S  (nontamperable)  fuses  and 
require  that  they  bo  made  mandatory  after  Jan.  1,  1961. 
Both  of  these  have  been  sought  for  a  long  time. 


Major  issues  facing  the  nation’s  engineering  profession  will 
bo  discussed  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  National  Society 
of  Professional  Engineers,  to  be  held  at  the  St.  Francis 
Hotel,  San  Francisco,  Oct.  23-25.  One  of  the  principal 
speakers  will  be  James  N.  Landis,  vice-president  of  the 
Power  and  Industrial  Division  of  Bechtel  Corp. 


Workshop 
in  Hawaii 


A  workshop  meeting  of  the  Engineering  and  Operating  Section 
of  PCEA,  Hawaii,  was  held  at  the  Kauai  Inn  on  Kauai. 

The  group  in  attendance  discussed  power  plant  maintenance 
and  transmission  and  distribution  problems  of  special 
interest  in  the  Islands. 


As  this  News  Letter  arrives,  members  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Electrical  League  will  be  enjoying  their  annual  conven¬ 
tion  at  Jackson  Lake  Lodge,  while  Northwest  Electric 
Light  &  Power  Assn,  members  will  be  enjoying  an  informa¬ 
tive  annual  meeting  at  Sun  Valley.  See  the  October  issue 
of  Electrical  West  for  details  of  these  important 
meetings. 


While  electrical  men  slept  at  their  switches  the  gas  indus- 
try  has  seeped  back  into  the  lighting  business  by  active 
promotion  of  yard  and  driveway  gas  lights.  Reports  from 
the  midwest  and  south  tell  of  hundreds  of  installations. 
In  disintegrated  Little  Rock  it  might  be  expected.  Per¬ 
haps  the  current  fashion  trend  back  to  hoops  and  sack 
dresses,  beards  on  men  and  replicas  of  old-time  cars  has 
brought  a  nostalgic  appeal  for  the  gas  light  era.  Even 
such  Roman  rider  companies  as  Arizona  Public  Service  and 
PG  and  E,  at  its  Sacramento  state  fair  exhibit,  are 
helping  to  sell  their  gas  that  way.  What  it  really 
means  is  that  the  electrical  contractors  and  dealers  have 
neglected  a  sales  job  to  make  garden  and  outdoor  lighting 
the  modern  and  only  way. 


Peninsula  Electrical  Contractors  Assn. ,  operated  as  a  branch 
of  the  San  Francisco  Electrical  Contractors  Assn. ,  has 
petitioned  the  latter  for  release  to  form  a  separate 
chapter  of  NECA  to  be  known  as  the  San  Mateo  County  Chap¬ 
ter.  The  San  Francisco  association  approved  the  measure. 


Polices 

bidding 


Tom  J.  Ryan  resigned  as  business  manager  of  Local  502,  IBEW, 
Richmond,  to  accept  appointment  as  the  custodian  and 
manager  of  the  new  bid  depository  set  up  for  East  Bay 
counties.  After  months  of  negotiation  the  Electrical 
Industry  Depository  of  California  with  headquarters  in 
San  Francisco  turned  over  to  the  East  Bay  members  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  a  new  depository  set-up  for  Alameda, 
Contra  Costa,  Solano  and  Napa  Counties.  E.  F.  Stark  was 
elected  by  Local  302  to  succeed  Ryan. 
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Council  case  "between  San  Bernardino  and  Riverside  locals  of 
IBEW  and  NECA  over  wage  increases  and  travel  zone  was 
decided  by  the  Council  on  Industrial  Relations  Sept.  Z. 

A  straight  25^  across-the-board  hourly  increase  was 
granted,  health  and  welfare  was  turned  down  and  a  five- 
mile  free  travel  zone  was  made  to  replace  the  eight-mile 
previous  one. 


Long  wage  dispute  in  British  Columbia  over  electricians’ 
wages  finally  was  settled  after  a  strike  and  open  shop 
operation  by  employers.  The  Local  213,  IBEW,  and  the 
Electrical  Contractors  Assn,  of  B.C.  agreed  to  an  11^  in¬ 
crease,  bringing  the  rate  to  f3.10.  The  lockouts  and 
strikes  involved  electricians  and  plumbers  and  tied  up 
312  construction  jobs,  idling  6,000  men. 


Five  Colorado  locals  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Electrical  Workers  voted  nearly  unanimously  in  NLRB  elec¬ 
tions  to  continue  to  be  represented  by  the  IBEW  in  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  with  four  chapters  of  NECA.  The  com¬ 
bined  vote  in  the  four  elections  showed  1,104  for  the 
union  and  10  against. 


The  long-line  teamsters  strike  and  sporadic  other  strikes 
held  up  general  construction  activity  throughout  the  West 
during  the  past  month.  Wholesalers’  stocks  seemed  ade¬ 
quate  to  take  up  the  electrical  material  slack  for  most 
jobs  but  crossing  picket  lines  was  another  matter. 


Federal  Construction  Contract  Procedures  Act  (H.R.  7168)  lay 
over  without  being  called  upon  the  Senate  floor  for  vote 
as  Congress  adjourned  last  month.  After  having  worked  so 
hard  for  this  legislation  for  the  past  several  years,  the 
legal  maneuvering  at  the  last,  which  kept  it  from  the 
floor,  was  a  great  disappointment.  The  NECA  has  carried 
the  burden  for  other  mechanical  crafts,  the  plumbers 
turning  on  them  at  the  last.  NECA  may  not  feel  inclined 
to  lead  any  such  fight  in  the  future,  it  says. 


Electrical  Contractors  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Appli- 
ances  of  San  Diego  County  had  a  well  attended  and  sue- 
cessful  dinner  meeting  in  La  Mesa  Aug.  21  addressed  by 
Edward  3.  Hope,  Eastman  Dillon  Union  Securities  &  Co.; 
Donald  Campbell,  past  president  of  the  San  Diego  Chapter, 
AIA;  and  Norman  Foster,  executive  vice-president,.  Barnes 
Chase  Co. 


Important  ruling  and  interpretation  regarding  the  Agnew  vs 
Culver  City  case,  involving  the  right  of  the  city  to  re- 
quire  a  license  and  fee  from  a  state  registered  contrac¬ 
tor,  has  come  from  Lewis  Keller,  associate  council  for 
the  League  of  California  Cities.  One  matter  in  question 
was  the  right  of  cities  to  adopt  uniform  electrical  and 
other  codes  by  reference.  The  basic  authority  of  the 
city  to  license  electrical  contractors  for  revenue  is  not 
affected.  What  was  involved  was  the  naming  of  the  Under¬ 
writers’  Laboratories  and  American  Standards  Assn,  and 
the  National  Electrical  Code  as  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  standards  required.  The  opinion  is  that  uniform 
codes  can  be  adopted  by  reference,  although  private  codes 
may  not.  Amendments  may  only  be  adopted  by  re-enactment 
of  the  code  and  not  by  reference  to  amendments  in  a 
private  code. 
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New  field 


Drag  out 
decisions 


Laurence-  Rodgers  has  been  appointed  the  new  assl.stant  mana¬ 
ger  for  the  Northern  California  Chapter,  NECA,  at  Oak¬ 
land,  succeeding  Joe  Krivanek  who  recently  was  made  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Sacramento  Valley  Chapter.  Rodgers  previ¬ 
ously  was  manager  of  Dregon-Columbia  and  Northwest  Line 
Constructors  Chapters  in  Portland,  in  which  he  initiated 
many  constructive  activities.  He  will  now  work  mainly 
in  the  Contra  Costa,  Napa-Solano  branches. 


How  Underwriters*  can  make  a  special  field  test  of  locally 
"  made  short  pieces  of  busway  for  service  entrance  equip¬ 
ment  was  told  to  the  Electric  Club  of  San  Mateo  County  by 
Karl  S.  Geiges,  vice-president.  Underwriters’  Laborator¬ 
ies  of  Santa  Clara.  Inspectors  in  some  places  had 
refused  to  accept  such  custom-made  busway,  he  explained, 
and  so  a  method  for  inspecting  them  is  now  available. 


Pacific  Wholesale  Electric  Co.  in  San  Diego  has  moved  to  its 
new  Wilding  at  7ll  Union  St.,  a  block  away  from  its  pre¬ 
vious  location.  Ralph  Rohrbach,  president,  and  Kenny 
Lyon,  vice-president,  welcomed  customers  at  the  new  quar¬ 
ters  in  September. 


Desuite  p-pDosition  from  the  Sacramento  Valley  Electrical 
Lea^e  and  fire  chiefs,  the  Sacramento  Co^ty  plumbing 
ordinance  was  amended  to  permit  gas  water  heaters  in 
garages  without  enclosing  them,  provided  the  flames  are 
24  in.  off  the  floor. 


Although  copper  -prices  continue  to  fluctuate,  news  that 
Kennecott  Copper  Corp.  would  resume  its  six-day  work 
week  at  its  four  properties  in  Utah,  Nevada,  Arizona  and 
New  Mexico  was  good  news,  not  only  to  the  industry  but  to 
the  local  working  population.  It  had  cut  back  to  a  four- 
day  week  in  some  departments  and  laid  off  a  large  number 
of  men. 


In  a  constmictive  effort  to  offer  a  solution  for  the  re¬ 
quired  legal  hiring  procedures  under  the  Taft-Hartley 
Act,  the  management  representatives  of  electrical  con¬ 
tractor  associations  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  pro¬ 
posed  a  joint  hiring  hall  procedure.  The  union  repre¬ 
sentatives  turned  it  down  with  a  flat  ”no.”  The  deadline. 
Sept.  1,  passed  without  the  required  changes  being  made. 

A  temporary  extension  to  Nov.  1  was  accorded  by  NLRB 
provided  definite  progress  was  being  made  to  bring  union 
agreements  in  compliance.  The  employers  did  their  part. 
The  union  hates  to  lose  this  life  and  death  power  over 
employment. 


Contractors  who  go  bankrupt  would  be  prohibited  from  having 
their  contractor’s  license  renewed  for  a  period  of  five 
years  if  legislation  favored  by  the  California-Nevada 
Conference  of  NECA  Chapters  succeeds  in  passing.  A  less 
stem  measure  is  proposed  by  the  Construction  Industry 
Legislative  Council  with  the  cooperation  of  the  registrar 
of  contractors  and  attofney-general’s  office.  This  pro¬ 
posed  measure  would  require  contractors  going  into  bank¬ 
ruptcy  to  notify  the  registrar  and  appear  at  a  hearing  to 
determine  whether  the  license  should  be  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  under  what  conditions.  Failure  to  notify  the 
registrar  would  automatically  cancel  the  license. 
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